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risk that an expensive car repair or an unex-
pected rent increase could make them go
hungry. That kind of deprivation is simply
unacceptable in our land of plenty.

From the earned-income tax credit to
Medicaid to child care, our administration
has carried out a new approach to help lift
people out of poverty by forging a new social
contract that rewards work, promotes re-
sponsibility, and helps families who need it.

Last July, I took executive action to help
families gain access to food stamps. Secretary
Glickman is leading our efforts to launch a
nationwide food stamp public education
campaign, and all of you gathered here today
are critically important to that effort. I ask
each and every one of you to join with us
in our partnership to ensure families get the
help they need.

Our work is far from done. While the Fed-
eral Government continues to be deeply in-
volved in the fight against hunger, our nutri-
tional safety net alone can’t conquer the
problem.

The solution lies in new and innovative
partnerships with grassroots efforts. For too
long, Government programs haven’t done
enough to capitalize on community expertise.
And likewise, community efforts have often
not taken full advantage of the Government
resources available to them. This conference
is about building stronger partnerships, about
bringing all the parties to the table and form-
ing stronger ties among the Federal Govern-
ment, State, local, and tribal governments,
the private sector, nonprofit groups, the faith
community, and private citizens. The more
we work together, the better we can do in
meeting the challenge of hunger.

Thank you again for your participation and
for the hard work you do and the dedication
you show every single day in the fight against
hunger.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were videotaped
at approximately 2:50 p.m. on October 12 in Room
459 in the Old Executive Office Building for later
transmission to the National Summit on Commu-
nity Food Security, meeting in Chicago, IL, on
October 14. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.
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I am pleased to nominate Gen. Ralph E.
Eberhart, United States Air Force, to be
Commander in Chief, United States Space
Command; Commander in Chief, North
American Aerospace Defense Command;
Commander, Air Force Space Command;
and Department of Defense Manager for
Space Transportation Systems Contingency
Support. If confirmed by the Senate, General
Eberhart will succeed Gen. Richard B.
Myers.

General Eberhart currently serves as the
Commander of the Air Combat Command.
Over a distinguished career, General
Eberhart has gained extensive operational
and planning experience and demonstrated
tremendous leadership ability. A Command
Pilot, he commanded the 10th Tactical
Fighter Squadron, the 363d Tactical Fighter
Wing, U.S. Forces Japan, and the 5th Air
Force, as well as Air Combat Command. His
broad professional experience also includes
significant tours on the Joint Staff and Air
Staff in the Pentagon and on the staff of
Commander in Chief, U.S. Air Forces, Eu-
rope.

General Eberhart assumes the post of
Commander in Chief, United States Space
Command, at a time when U.S. capabilities
in space have become critical to our eco-
nomic prosperity, our position of leadership
in the world, and our national security. He
will be charged with protecting and extend-
ing those capabilities, and as well as taking
on new responsibilities for information oper-
ations. I have the utmost trust and con-
fidence in his ability to do so.
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I am pleased to nominate Gen. Richard
B. Myers, United States Air Force, to be Vice


